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Cross Talk

Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world by loving,
engaging, and serving our neighbors

Worship Opportunities

Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so
worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire!
(Hebrews 12:2829)

| am writing this missive fresh off our combined Sunday service. We had the opportunity to
celebrate our graduates, educators, and students at the start of a new year. We also had the
opportunity to gather as one church body (87 strong) for worship. Finally, this Sunday gave us a
chance to try out different forms of worship. We are planning to do a combined service each
month and | hope that each one will afford us these same opportunities: to celebrate our
milestones, to strengthen our ties as a community, and to experiment with worship.

The idea of sharing milestones came from the
sometimes we welcome new members, celebrate baptisms, or honor volunteers at one service,
and the folks worshipping at another time do
important events for combined services. As we saw with our education department last Sunday,
God is doing exciting things at Greensburg UMC and we want to share it!

The second element came from our open house at the parsonage. As folks from the church

gat hered together for our reception, several
seen in a while. As the church grows and changes, | think it is important to keep strong ties
among the members. It is my hope that these combined services will give us more opportunities
to be one body committed to faith and service.

The final element springs from my own experiences as a pastor and parent. | want to make sure
our services offer the times and formats that best help us reach new people and welcome them
into our faith community. -frierfilynsewicensna attherdostt h a t
childfriendly time. This may be making it harder to bring new young families into the parish. In
other cases, some of our existing members are forced to choose between a time that is
convenient and a style of worship that they find most convicting. | intend to use these combined
services to experiment with our worship as | develop a vision for the future. My plan is to hold
these combined worship services once a month through fall, winter, and spring. Next summer,

we can take all that we have learned and formulate our plan.

Each of these elements will add life and vitality to this church, but | need your help! You can help

by scheduling important milestones for our combined services. You can join me by striking up
conversations with folks you either dondt kn:
service. You can also come to me with sugges
have a background in music, dance, theater, .
share? Finally, you can offer your (patient and kind) constructive feedback on our experiment

wor ship. What moved you? What didnét? How wo
shape an interactive and welcoming worship experience for years to come.

See you Sunday!

Blessings,
Pastor Harlen
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MiSSION WORK IN ACTION

Bed Brigade Updat# Dick and the team have been very busy this summer and wanted to share that they have distributed 118
beds to date. They currently have an inventory of 18 beds in preparation for the beginning of the school year. Along witt8ththey
are hoping to build another 40 this month.

It was a STELLARVBSWow what an amazing week we had shining Jesus
volunteers! Our Bible stories for the week focused on Jesus' birth, his ministry to Zacchaeus, Palm Sunday, his death and
resurrection, and when Philip helped the Ethiopian. Through these lessons the kids learned that when life feels dark, wheplee
dondt get along, when good things happen, when people are
collected school supplies that we gave to Green Good Neighbors to help as they fill backpacks for those in need.
A great big THANK YOU to all of the amazing volunteers throughout the week from decorating, buying snacks, working remistrati
crew | eaders, station | eaders, overfl
Sy | could not have done this without you and | extremely appreciated all of the help
and support!! Thank you also for those who donated supplies, money, and gave
your prayers! Itdéds amazing to see the
and this is all because you are shining
—_ i Jesusd6 | ight! Be o
— - video of the week that will be on

conre:

S v ouTube.

Thanks, Miss Amy
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GREENSBURG/MC MNTHLYMISSIONPROJECTTAUGUST

Our church's August Mission is supporting needy students in Green Schools beyond Blessings in a Backpack. Cherie
McCortney, Family Support Specialist for Green, supplied this list of needed items and what their program does.

'‘As Family Support Specialists, our goal is to help allevidbe noneducational barriers to student successOften that incluces
basic needs. We help with food, clothing and housing referrals, just to name a fe@ne thing | have learned is that even whem
family has food and housing supports, basic hygieriems are not covered. Something as simple as a brush or shampoo ofteare
difficult for families to obtain. | work with students from P& through grade six. | started noticing that there were studentgho
came to school and their basic morning hygieneutines had not been taken care of We began our "Freshen' Up Zone" at Green
Primary School.Students can come in and have a little helpThey can have a cubby with a toothbrush, toothpaste and hair
brush. We have some very talented staff who help with pretty braids. The kiddos start their day with a clean face, brushet ted
freshly combed hair. This simple task has created a beautiful community among ttteldren, it really makes a difference! | ofte
send a little care package home with students so that they can have the supplies they need at horese the hygiene items in
two ways. We share with families in need to use at home and we also use them in our Freshen' Up Zone. | am so thankful tayou
your offer to help!"

Here are some items you can donate in the designated boxes outside the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary:

Shampoq Conditioner Bubble Bath Body Wash Detangling Hair Spray for kidBBath Poufs, Bath BombsDeodorant, Laundry De-
tergent, Hair brushes Paper towels Toilet paper *** no toothpaste***

Many of these items are necessities and a few are fun. | often work to encourage little ones to bathe without a lot of eragmment
at home. The bath bombs and poufs make bath time fun which helps everyone.

| am so grateful for the help from your church family. Thank you again.

If you would prefer to donate cash, please put in an envelope and label Green Schools, Family Support.
Questions, contact Diane Oplinger at doplinger@aol.com.
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MINISTRYNEWS

Chi | dr e nidBegirdiSepi 16th @10

GUMCLUB s a kidsd place to hang out and | earn on Sundays|

kids PreKfi3rd grade through stories, crafts, songs, sharing and lots of fun.

LEVEL U for the 4th through 6th graders and digs deep into the Bible and equips kids with a solid faith foundation. They,
can become genuinely excited about Jesttentered discoveries as they dig deeper into their faith.

We hope this year holds tons of fun, wonderful friendships and a deeper

faith. Please consider to reach out to friends and neighbors and bring them

too!!! We grew | ast year and expanded the Childrends m
tional room. Wonder what growth will happen this year?

Donations of snacks and juice boxes would be appreciated.

Thank you, Miss Amy and crew

LovING HANDS PREScHoOOR 2023-2024

We are so excited to be preparing for our 2023024 school year! This year, we have 11 classes, with 144 students. We are
busting at the seams with children! It is always an exciting time of year to meet all of our new little ones!

Did you know that, in 2023, Loving Hands Preschool started a scholarship fund with the Green Schools Foundation for

graduating seniors that attended Loving Hands Preschool? This year, we were able to award $1000 scholarship to Madely
Kulhanek. It was exciting to read the applications and see what our former preschoolers have been up to over the years! V
l ook forward to continue this tradition each year. Nairx
director, started!! These 13 years at Loving Hands has went by so quickly.

CHOIR NEEDSYoU!

We are ramping up for a great year but there is only ONE thing missivigiU!
Come sing with us! Without new members we run the risk of not having a choir

anymor e. Itds happened to a | ot of ¢
you like to sing, if you sing in the car, or sing in the shower, come sing for the Lor
What a better way to use the gift He
voices be silenced.

Practice will begin on Wednesday, September 5th at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary.
Anyone that wants to sing is not only welcome, but needed. Maybe you have a
friend that would love to join with you too! If you have any questions, please cont
our Choir Director, Brian Lawson. You can call him at 3286-3462, or email him
at brian.lawson@greensburgumc.net or just grab him before or after the 11:00am
service. Letds fill the Sanctuary wi
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