CREENSBURG UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2161 Greensburg Road, P.O. Box 155 Green, OH 44232 (330) 896-1536

Cross\ lalk

Director of Christian Education/Lay Ministries . GUMC has a part-time' (20 hours/week) job
opening for a staff person who will direct and coordinate leadership and volunteer development
and effectiveness in overall church programs, particularly in the area of Christian Education.
Requirements are people, communication and computer skills and a positive, team minded atti-
tude. Resume may be turned into Rev. Mitch, Jenny Troyer or to the office. Deadline to apply

is Thursday, July 29, 2010.

August 2010

Sunday Morning Pre-School Caregiver

The Education Team has recommended that we hire a Sunday morning pre-school caregiver to
oversee the care of our pre-school children during our Sunday morning services. This person
must be available every Sunday to assist in the Pre-school room across from the Nursery. This
person would work with volunteers to prepare and maintain a warm and safe environment that
is orderly, clean and appealing to our parents. In the event the caregiver must be absent, the
caregiver must arrange for a substitute. The caregiver must have CPR and First Aid certifica-

tion. The salary for the position is $40 per Sunday.

CHANCEL CHOIR GETS SET FOR ANOTHER SEASON.
Our Chancel Choir will have its first practice of the new season on Wednesday, September g

at 7:30 PM. As always, we are looking for a few people to join the group of talented musicians
we already have. If you like to sing, we’'d love to have you. No special musical ability is re-
quired. You do not even have to know how to read music, however, if you woulid like to learn,
we will teach you. All you need is a desire to sing. So, if you sing in the shower, or sing in the
car, come and sing for the Lord. See our Choir Director, Brian Lawson for more information, or

just show up on September 8" we'd love to have youl!!

IT IS TIME TO PUT TOGETHER THE CALENDAR SCHEDULE FOR 10/11, September thru
June. Al commitiees and groups must fill out the new form to get your meeting or event
scheduled and on the church calendar. This new form is available on the church web site —
www.greensburgumc.net or in the church office. Look for a folder outside the office that con-
tains these new forms. If you need to make a change in scheduling a new form must be com-
pleted. | would appreciate having your information by August 1% so | can have the calendar
ready by September 1%, Thanks very much, Mary :




O ”A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR’

“We must pay closer attention, therefore, to
what we have heard, so that we do not drift
away” Hebrews 2.1

Golf season is in “full swing” right now
(ha, ha). In the few times I've played golf, how
| was reminded to not look up to soon—"keep
your eye on the ball’. (Many sports give this
advice).

There’s good reason for this. The point
of contact with the ball is affected by how well
you keep your eye on the ball. And depending
on how you make contact with the ball results
in the kind of shot you make. If I am “on” in my
contact with the ball, the shot will be good.

Hebrews 2:1 reminds us our spiritual
point of contact; “...pay close attention to what
we have heard (learned)...” He’s talking about
our faith in Christ. Each day is best lived
making contact with Christ.

That contact comes by reading the
Bible, doing a devotion, having prayer,
participating in worship, being a part of a Bible

study—these are points of contact that draw -

our attention to Christ and keep us from
“drifting”. Take my eyes off Jesus, and like a
bad golf shot, | am vulnerable to going way off
course from where God wants me to go. Fix
your eyes on Jesus and your heart will be in
the right place. Big Blessings—Rev. Mitch

8:30 Service: Ed & Peg Vaughan
10:30 Service: Bill & Karen Spurrier

HELP LOVING HANDS
PRESCHOOL MAKE A FRESH

START. We are looking for

volunteers fo help freshen up and

paint our classrooms. [f you are
available to help please meet at the church on
Saturday, august 7" at 8:30am. To sign up or
for any questions call Shannon Miller,
preschool director (330)896-1936 or Abby
Kuwatch, akuwatch@yahoo.com.

8 1 Daniel Heilmeier

8 2 Eva Lane

8 2 Vince Lehman

8 3 1995 Curtis Corle

8 4 Ed Hackathorn

8 5 Adam Calaway

8 5 Betty Gross

8 6 Ann Hartong

8 7 Jo Ann Rossiter

8 8 Kari Brannon

8 9 Eric Wendling

8 10 Joe Conley

8 10 Mike Hodges

8 12 Mike Grimaldi

8 14 Ben Lawson
John Collett

8 15 (son of Melinda )

8 19 Winnie Shipe

8 20 Jacob Everson

8 21 Carol Hennessey

8 21 Mark Jones

8 21 Sara Sehm

8 24 Elaina Waseman

8 25 Cindi Mc Whorter

8 25 Doris Feddersen

8 26 Pauline Bittner

8 27 Janice Conley

8 28 Christopher Brannon

8 28 Debbie Holzopfel

8 29 Aline Yarborough

1959 Jim & Sue Keenan
2003 Steve & Kelly Paugh
1972 Mike & Karen Hodges
2005 Nick & Heidi Juntilla
1976 Doug & Diane Oplinger
1963 Ken & Connie Leonard
1969 Clarence & Carol Moore
2001 Mike & Becky Grimaldi
1982 Mark & Kathy Jones
George & Donna Ayers
29 Ken & Cara Smesko
*If you have any additions or corrections for
the birthday and anniversary lists please let
Mary in the office know by email,
mdraman@sbcglobal.net or phone 330-896-
1936.
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Once again our Chancel Choir will be
sponsoring a concert by the Greater Canton
Men’s Chorus. The concert will be held on
Sunday, October 31% at 4:00pm in our
Sanctuary. If you missed them last year, don’t
miss the opportunity to see them this year.
More information will be coming as the date
gets closer.

It's time to get ready for “back to school”
and that means cleaning up the GUMC
classrooms after a dusty summer. Please
come Sat. Aug. 21 at 9:00am to help knock
down cobwebs, wash chalk boards, sweep
floors ... Please bring a shop vac if you have
one. Towels, buckets, and the like will be
furnished.

Teachers are needed for the ARK
(Amazing Rotating Kids) Sunday School
program, grades K-6, for the upcoming year. A
clipboard will be coming and the sign-up
sheets will also be posted on the window of the
office workroom in the Gathering Area. All
curriculums will be provided for the units- you
only plan one lesson and repeat it 3 times! i
you have questions, please call Becky
Calaway, (330)699-1145.

Calling all first graders! The Education
Team needs the names of all first graders
affiliated with GUMC so we can prepare for the
presentation of the first grade Bibles. This
event will be sometime in September so please
call the office soon. We don't want to miss
anyone.

The Confirmation Class will be forming
again Sept. 12, 2010. This class prepares
youth, seventh grade and up, for church
membership. Mark Nicol and Vince Lehman
teach Bible history, church formation, Christian
ideals, and many other topics. The class
meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 am. Please
call Mark at (330)896-3637 if you are
interested in joining the Confirmation Class.

The Ed Team is very excited to
announce the formation of a new aduit Sunday
School class under the leadership of Cindy
Lane! This class will be starting the year on

Sept 12 with a discussion study of “The
Purpose Driven Life.” It is open to all ages,
new and old members alike, and will be
meeting in room 11 on the lower level (across
from the Youth Room). Please purchase or
borrow the book prior to class. Cindy is looking
forward to lively discussions so please join her
for this class!

Sunday School Kick-off will be Sept. 12,
2010 at 9:30am. Our theme this year will be
“Shoes.” Many Bible verses refer to feet and
walking so look up your favorite. More details
to follow.

Ever have a spiritual question about
something that you just can’'t understand? In
VBS this summer, the kids were asking all
kinds of questions that showed that they were
trying hard to fit the pieces together. The
Education Team is setting up “The Curiosity
Comer” to fill the need for answers. Rev. Mitch
has agreed to answer a question each month
in the newsletter. Kids (of all ages) can email
ther inquiies to the church at
greensburgumc@yahoo.com or there will be a
box labeled “Curiosity Corner” on the credenza
in the gathering Area.

BTHEB

Build the Bridge. Be the Bridge - this
is the vision of our church. In everything we do
or plan, we ask the question, “Does this
support our vision of building the bridge to
bring someone to Christ?” This is our cause; it
certainly fits with Christ's commission to us. Of
course we want to do so. Do you find yourself
asking, “How should | do this?” “What should
be my approach?” “How can | help someone

~ develop a relationship with Christ?”

This fall our church will focus on these
questions from September 19th — October 19™
The Education Discipleship Team through
the Small Group Program will begin
addressing some ways to assist us in building
the bridge. Watch for more information on this
topic in the weeks to come.




The Fall Session of “Good Grief® will
begin on September 30 and meet every
Thursday for seven sessions. We will meet
from 6:30 to 8:30pm in the Church Parlor. The
people in the group form a supportive bond
with each other and often continue to meet,
just to touch base to see how the others are
doing. A few people have started the group
more than once before they felt they could
complete the workshop. That is just fine.
People need to go at their own pace. At this
point we have had a number of these
workshops and they have been very helpful for
almost everyone.

We cover such topics as “How to
Respond to People Who Are Well-Meaning But
Say Things That Hurt’, “The Good Memories
We Have of Our Lost One”, “Anger”, “Guilt and
the Things We Wish We Had Done or Said’,
“Difficulty Sleeping”, “Maintaining Our Health
as We Go Through the Grief Process”, and
finally, “How Do We Move On Into a New Life”.

If you or someone you know is
struggling with grief and the loss of a loved
one, this group can be very helpful. If the
person grieving is someone you know, come
with them for a few times until they become
comfortable with being in the group. This is
one of the greatest gifts and expressions of
Christian love you can give another person.

Greetings from the 1507 people attending
the 41" session of the East Ohio Annual
Conference! If you have never been to Lakeside it
is a world apart. Most transportation is via golf cart
shuttle or bicycle. Cars are allowed but there is
VERY limited parking on the grounds. Meetings
are held in the huge Hoover Hall. There is an
awesome worship service every day, sometimes
twice a day. There are presentations on what is
happening in the conference, from numbers to
inspiring programs. There is also business, which
is made somewhat palatable by the friendly patter
that goes on between the bishop and the
presenters.

The theme of this year's conference was
“Hope and Healing®. The two go together, because
where there is no hope there is no healing. We
looked at healing in its many different forms, within
the church, the church bringing healing outside the
church and personal, physical healing for ourselves
and those who need it.

Much of the focus of the conference was
how we, as a conference, had strayed away from
Wesley's (and Jesus’) message to “make disciples
of all’. We can increase the discipleship of the
members within the church, while all the while
reaching out to those who are hurt, despairing, poor
and sick.

On any given Sunday the average attendance
in United Methodist churches within our conference
is 66799. The good news is that attendance on
Sundays in the conference is up; however
membership and giving is down. We are not
making new disciples. As a conference our
churches seem paralyzed by

* Fear of change
e Desire to maintain the status quo

* Apathy
« Financial distress leading to a survival mode
e Lack of youthfulness

The church needs a new vision of hope and
healing. There is a reassertion of Cartesian
Dualism that splits body and spirit; however,
historically the church was a minister to both body
and spirit. Preachers were the doctors in Wesley's
time. The church has gone along with this idea,
and yet so often we hear medical statistics say that
the basis of much medical iliness is psychological
or soul sickness. We need to focus on healing that
draws peopie into the church. We can only do this
by leaving our buildings and going outreaching.
Health and life are about community, as is death.

The closing session was uplifting as we heard a
huge number of children from Vacation Bible
School singing “My God is Wonderful” and rocking
to “This Little Light of Mine”.

This is my last year as Conference Delegate.
Please give prayerful thought to your becoming the
delegate for the next three years. You will have a
wonderful experience of Hope and Healing.

Doris Feddersen







